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COLLEGE CALENDAR
1946-1947

First Semester

1946
Septe mber
September
Sep tember
September
November
November
December

16 -19

20-21
23
27
7

28
20-21

Ori e n ta t ion Pe riod (Monday -Thursday)
Registration (Friday -Saturday)
Beginning of Classes: 8 A. M. (Monday)
Autumn Convocation: II A. M. (Friday)
Honors Convocat ion: 10 A. M. (Thursday)
Thanksgi ving Holiday (Thursday)
Beginning of Christmas Recess: I P . M. (Saturday)

1947
January
J anuary
Janua ry

6
16
17-13

J~n u ary

20-30

End of Christmas Recess: 8 A. M. (Monday)
End of Classes: 4 P. M. (Thu rsday)
Pre -Eexa mination Period (Friday -Saturday)
Mid -Year Exam inatio ns (Monday-Thursday)

Second Semestet·
January 31 ~
Registra t ion (Friday -Saturday)
to
February I
February
3
Beginning of Classes: 8 A. M . (Monday)
•Fe bruary 10
Ch a rter Day Convocation: 11 A. M. (Monday)
April
2
Beg innin g of Spring Recess: 3 P. M. (Wednesday)
Apri l
10
End of Sp rin g R ecess: 12 Noon (Thursday)
J'vfay
22
E nd of Classes: 4 P. M. (T hursday)
Ma y
23 -24
Pre -Examina tion P eriod (Friday-Saturday).
May 26-June 5
l' ina l Exami nations (Monday-T hursday)
J un e
6
C lass D ay (Frid ay)
June
7
Alumni Day (Saturda y)
J une
8
Bacca laureate a n d Commencement Day (Sunday)

Summer Session
June
August

19
22

Beginning of Summer Session (Thursday)
End of Summer Session (Frida y)

•rn:Jsmuch as Chancr Uay. J't..: bruary 8, falls on a Saturd ay in 1947, the convoca tion to
bratc it will be h eld on Mond ay , f 'cbru ary 10.

ce1 c~

. The Department of Jurisprudence

}'rofcssors:

Th eodo re Sull ivan Cox , Dean o f the Department!
Josep h Marsl1a ll Cormack
Arthur Warren Phelps
Dudley Warner Woodbridge
Instructor: Charles Harper Anderson, Law Libmriml
Lecturer: Charles P. Sherman
History

The Department of Jurisprud en ce, formerly ca lled the School of Law, was established December 4, 1779 , when, by resolution , the Board of Visitors created a
professorship of Law and l'olice. Antedated onl y by the Vinerian professorship at
Oxford, established twenty -one years earlier and held by Sir William Blackstone,
th e chair of law at the Coll ege of William and Mary thu s b ecame the second in the
English -speaking world and th e oldest in the United Sta tes.
The part played by T homas Jefl'erson in placing law among the subjects taught
at his Alma Mater is told brieRy in hi s Autobiography:2
On the 1st of June , 1779, I was appointed [elected] Governor of th e Commonwea!Lh and retired from th e legislatme. Being elected also one of the
Visitors of Wm . & Mary Coll ege, a self-electing body, I efl"ected during my residence 'in Williamsburg that year, a change in tT1e organization of that institu tion by abolishing the Grammar School , and the two professorships of Divinity & Oriental languages, and substituting a professorship of Law & Police, one
of Anatomy, Medicine and Ch em istry, and one of Modern languages; and the
charter confining us to six professorships, we added the law of Nature & Nations, & the Fin e Arts to the Duties of th e Moral professor, and Natural history to those of the professor of Mathematics and Natural phi losophy.
The Board of Visitors elected as th e first law professor George Wythe in wh ose
office Jefferson had studied. A sign er of the Declaration of Independence and
styled by Jefferson th e American Aristides, Wythe was a judge of the Virginia High
Court of Chancery and one of the earliest judges to enunciate the doctrine of judi cial review.
T he elevavtion of Wythe to th e sole chancellorship of Virginia, ten years after
th e chair of law was established, necessi tated his removal to Richmond and his
resignation from the faculty. H e was succeeded by St. George Tucker, whose edi tion of Blackstone is a legal classic and one of the first law books published in
J. The original Litle was Lhal of professor o[ law and police, the word police being used in
the sense of government.
2. Ford's edition, I , 69-70.
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America. Among the las t to hold the professorship at Williamsburg prior to 1861
was Lucian IVrinor, a member of another Virginia family intimately associated with
the law.
Soon after its foundation , and probably from the very beginning, the law
sc hool of the College of William and Mary d emanded an academic bacca la ureate
degree as a requirement for a law degree, the College stat utes compiled in 1792
providing:
For the degree of Bachelor of Law , the stu dent mu st have th e reqmst tes
for Bachelor of Arts; he must moreover be well acquainted with Civil History,
both Ancient and Modern, and particularly with Municipal law and police.
In Ma y, 186 1, with th e closing of th e College, because of the ex igencies of
war, the law sc hool ceased w function. During the precarious years in th e life
of the institution following the Civil War this school rema ined largely dormant.
Its revival, begun in 1920, was completed with the sess ion of 1922-3. Shortly thereafter , with a ugm ented faculty and increased facilities, it was renamed the Depa rtment of Jurisprud ence to indicate th e add itional fun ction which it performs by
su pplementing the stu d y of Economics, Busi ness Administration, Govern ment, History, and Sociology.
The Department of Jurisprud ence is registered by th e State Department of
Education of the University of th e State of New York, is approved by the American Bar Association, and is a member of th e Association of American La w Schools.

Library

The Library of the Department of Jurisprudence, occupying the third floor
of the College library, co nta ins approximately 16,000 volum es. Includ ed among
th em are th e :English R ep rint and other English reports; the repor ts of the United
Sta tes Supreme Court and ot her Federa l courts; reports of the Virginia Supreme
Court of Appeals; reports of most of the state co uns p rior to the National Reporter
System; the National R eporter System ; the leading selected and a nnotated reports;
Federal and sta te stat u tes; the principal encycloped ias; the American Digest System, with other modern search -books; many treatises and textbooks; and a considerable number of law reviews and other legal periodica ls. Additions are made
to the library annually.
EXPENSES
No additional fees are charged for the Department of Jurisprudence. All stu dents in the College are required to pay fees totalling $ ll 4.50 per semester. Students not domicil ed in Virginia are required to pay, in addition to the above fees,
a tuition fee of $80 per semester. This sum includes the .c harges for laundry,
ordinary medical care including use of infirmary, athletic fee, gymnasium fee, and
activities fee . First semester accounts, or first payments on accounts under the
special payment plans, information concerning which may be obtained by writing the Auditor's Office, are due on or before September I. Second semester ac-
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counts are due on or before January 15. Inquiries relative to scholarships and
loan funds should be addressed to the Chairman of the Committee on Student Aid.!
Applications for such aid should be in the hands of the Committee as early as possible, but in any event by August l, 1946. No application will be considered t•ntil
the appl ica nt has been selected for admission to the College. Almost all awards are
mad e on the basis of need, character, and scholastic ability, preference being g·iven
in appropriate cases to honorably .discharged veterans.
The College maintains dormitories for men, dormitories for women, and a Dining Hall . All students except those coming daily from their homes are req(tired to
live in the colleges dormitories2 and board in the college dining hall. The rates per
semester for rooms arc as follows: for men, from $40 to $95, and for women from
$60 to $120.
The rates for board vary somewhat with the individual, but average about

$125 per semester.

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION
Discipline. The discipline of the college is vested in the President. Hazing
is forbidden . The College believes it essential to draw a clear line between the
use and mi suse of intoxicating liquors, and those who misuse them may be punished by loss of social privileges, probation, or separation from the College. Stu dents are not allowed to have automobiles except by special permission of the
J>rcsident.
Honor System.

The Honor System was established at William and Mary in

1779. It assumes that every student is deeply concerned with the strict observance
of the principles of honorable conduct, for his own sake, for the sake of his fel lows, and for the sake of th e College. R eg istra tion as a student implies that each
st udent will familiarize himself with th e rules and regulations governing the condu ct of students, and that he will abide by such regulations as long as he remains
a student at the College.
Placement. The College maintain s a Placement Bureau through which all
non-teaching placements are made. Personnel records of graduates and of sen ior
students are made available to governmental and business organizations interested
in employing men and women from the College. Prospect ive employers are invited to make use of this service and are given every assistance in their recru iting
programs. Records and other information on the agencies using this serv ice are
at the disposal of registered students without charge. Free serv ices of the Bureau
include vocationa l counsel and specific aid in securing satisfactory positions.
Method of Instruction. While each instructor has full libeny to adopt his
own method of teaching, the plan most generally used consists of the discussion
of cases and legal problems. Students are encouraged from the beginning to make
the fullest use of the law library .
I. Scholarsh ips and loans are availabl e only to undergraduates.
2. The fraternity houses and sorority houses are clasaified aa dormitories.
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Prizes. Dr. Charles I'. Sherm an , a lecturer in the department, awards an
annual prize of .$50, known as the William A. Hamilton prize, to the student
graduating in Juri sprudence with the best essay on a subject connected with Roman
Law. Other prizes offered by Calh1ghan and Company, West Publishing Company,
and Baker-Voorhis Compan y are awarded annually for the first, second , and third
years, respectively .
College Credit for Students in the Armed Forces
In the light of recommendations by the American Council of Education the
Facu lty of th e College of William and Mary , on March 15, 1944, adopted the
following regulations concerning former students in military service and students
admitted or readmiu ed to the College after military service:
l. The Committee on Degrees is authorized to grant a maximum of eight
semester credits to a student who presents evidence of having completed the basic
training of thirten weeks or equivalent experience in the armed forces. These
credits will be used to complete or fulfill the distribution requirements in physical
education, the balance to count as electives.

2. Work successfully completed in specialized Army and Navy educational
programs of college grade carried on under the auspices of other colleges and
universities or under the au spices of the armed forces will be evaluated by the
Committee on Degrees.
3. Upon the satisfactory completion of an extension course given by a recognized college or university in cooperatioJJ with the U. S. Armed Forces Institute
credit will be allowed provided that the subject matter of the course is acceptable
to the Commiuee on Degrees and provided that the total amount of extension
work applied to th e degree is not greater than thirty semester credits.
4. For courses or th e equivalent of courses pursued in the armed forces other
than the courses treat ed in the preceding paragraphs, credit will be granted on the
basis of ex a minations given by the U. S. Armed Forces Institute, provided that the
subject maner is acceptable to the Committee on Degrees.

Admission Requirements
The following persons may be admilled to courses in Jurisprudence:
I . Students holding an academic baccalaureate degree from an institution of
approved standing may enter the Department of Jurisprudence and take any subject approved by the Dean of the Department; provided, however, that students
who expect to become candidatesl for the degree of Uachelor of Civil Law shall
follow the regular course of study.
2. Students of academic senior standing, who select Jurisprudence as a field
of concentration, may apply a maximum of thirty-one semester credits in Juris·prudence (one year's work) toward the degree of Uachelor of Arts, provided the
course is approved by t.he Dean of the Department. A student who desires to apply
I. To be admitted to candidacy for the law degree, a student must hold an academic baccalaureate degree or L>c taking the combined six year course in this col1cge for the two degrees.
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one year's work in Jurisprudence toward the degree of Bachelor of Arts must have
a q ua lity point average of at least one in his liberal arts work. (In regard to commencing the study of Jurisprudence during the junior year, see 3 below.)
3. Students of academic junior standing, who have completed satisfactorily
at least one-half of their work toward a degree in liberal arts subjects in an insti ··
tution of approved stand ing, and who wish to apply one year of law toward. the
degree of Bachelor of Arts as provided in 2 above, may take a maximum of sixteen
credits in Jurisprudence during the junior year (the remainder to be taken during
the senior year) , provided the course is approved by the Dean of th e Department.
4. Subject to the p rovisions stated in 2 and 3 above respectively, students of
acad emic junior and senior standing may take, as electives, subjects in Juri sprudence
approved by the Dean of the Department.

5. In the case of veterans, only one year of pre-legal work need be taken in
residence. Extension work, the subject matter of which is acceptable to the Committee on Degrees (but not correspondence work), may be counted as part of
such year.
G. In exceptional cases within the discretion of the Fawlty of the Department, persons over twenty-three years of age, who fail to meet the above requirements, may be admitted as special students2 and may take subjects in Jurisprudence
approved by the Dean of the Department, but under no other circumstances may
a. student who has not completed satisfactorily sixty semester credits in liberal arts
subjects take any subject in jurisprudence .
Subject to the above provisions, registration is the same as for the College at
large, of which the Department of Jurisprudence forms an integral part. Inquiries
should be addressed to th e Regi strar of the College or to the Dean of the Department.

Concentration in Jurisprudence and the Combined Six Years' Course

Jurisprudence constitutes an approved fi eld of concentration for the d egree of
Bachelor of Arts. Studen ts conce ntra ting in Jurisprudence are required to consu lt with the Dean of the Department before select ing specifi c courses.
While no specific academic subjects, apart from the general requiremen ts for
the d egree of Bachelor of Arts, are required by th e Department of Juri sp rudence
as preparation for law, stud ents who expect to concentrate in Jurisprudence or
proceed to the law degree are urged to complete the genera l degree requirements
before commencing their work in f urisprud ence. I t is reco mmended th a t such
students consult with th e Dean of th e Department as ea rly in th e ir college careers
as poss ible regarding th e scope and distribution oE th eir acad emi c work.
By selecting Jurisprud ence as a fi eld of conce n tration and applying one year's
work in Juri sprudence toward the degree oE Bachelor of Arts, students may secure
th e degree oE Bachelor oE Ci vil Law in two more years.
2. T he nu mber is lim ited in ;Jcconl ancc with the recommendation of the Lega l Education
Scc.:tion o f the American Bar Associati o n.
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Advance'd Credit.

Within the d iscretion of the Faculty of the Departmenr , credit may be allowed
for su bjects satisfactorily compl eted a t approved Jaw school s, not to exceed the
equival ent of fifty -fiv e sem ester hours.

Exclusion Because of Poor Scholarship
If a t an y tim e a student who has been adrnilled to candida cy for the degree
of Bachelor of Civil La w sh all h ave accumulated more th an six hours of grade
"F" in Juri spr ud ence, he automati cally shall be ex cluded from regi stration in the
Department of Jurisp rudence.

Degree Requirements

Students holding an academic baccalaureate d egree from an institution of app roved standing, who have been in r esid ence in the Dep artment of Jurisprudence
for three acad emi c years (or, in case advanced credit h as been allowed, have been
in residence in thi s school a t least during th eir third and last year), who have
completed sati sfactorily th e prescribed course of study, or its equivalent, and who
have demonstra ted th eir ethi cal fitn ess, will receive the degree of Bachelor of Civil
Law (B.C.L.), th e historic Jaw degree of the College of William and Mary in
Virginia .
Course of Study for the Degree of Bachelor of Civil Law
First Year
First Semester

Credit s

Constitutional Law I ...... .. ..............
Contracts I ........................................
. Legal Bibliography ........................
Legal History ..................................
Property I ............ ..... .......................

3
3
1
3
4

Credits

Second Sem ester

Constitutional Law II ................
Con tracts II ..................................
Criminal Law ..............................
Procedure I ..................................
T ons .................................... ..........

14

3
3
3
3
4
16

Second Year
First Sem ester

Credit s

Busin ess Associations I ..................
Equ ity .............................. ..................
Evid ence ............................................
Negotiable Instruments ................
Procedure II ....................................

3
3
3
.3
3

Second Semest er

Cre dit~

Business Associations II
Federal Taxation ........................
Government Regulation of
Business ......................................
Sales ................................................
Trusts ............................................

3
3
3
2
3

15
14

11

DEPARTMENT OF jURISPRUDENCE

Third Year

First Semester

Credits
3
3
5

Creditors' Rights ....... .....................
Federa l t>rocedure ..........................
fnternational Law .... ......................
Legal Ethics ......................................
Roman Law ........ ............................

1

3

Second Semester

Credits

Administrative Law ....................
Conflict of Laws ..........................
Legal Philosophy ........................
J>roperty II ....................................
Wills ..............................................

15

DESCRIPTION OF COURSES
Adm inist rative Law.
Mr. Phelps.
Second semeste r; lectu res five hours; five credits.
Business Associations 1-11. Mr. Anderson.
Continuous Course; lectures three hozlrs; three credits each semester.
ConfHct of Laws. Mr. Cormack.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Constitutional Law 1-11. Mr. Cox.
Continuous course; lectures three hours; three credits each semester.
Contracts 1-11. Mr. Woodbridge . .
Continuous course; lectures three hours; three credits each semester.
Creditors' Rights Mr. Cormack.
First semeste r; lectures three hours; three credits.
Criminal Law.
Mr. Cox.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Equity. Mr. Cormack.
First semeste r; lectures three hours; three credits.
Evidence.
Mr. Phelps.
Fi·rst semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Federal' Procedure.
Mr. Phelps.
Fil-st sem este r; lectures three hours; three credits.
Federal Taxation. Mr. Woodbridge.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Government Regulation of Business.
Second semester; lectures and conferencs three hours; three credits.
Same as Business 328.
International Law. Mr. Cox.
First se111ester; lectures five hours; five c1·edits.
Legal Bibliography. Mr. Cormack.
First se mester; lectu re one hour; one credit.
Legal Ethics.
Mr. Phelps.
First semester; lecture one hour; one c1·edit.

5

3
3
.3
2
16
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Legal History.
First semester; lectu:re.f three hours; three credits.
Law among the primitives. The Jaw of ancient Eastern cultures; of Greek
democracy and of the Rom an Empire. Canon Law. Medieval and modern law
in Italy, Germany, and France. The legal history of England.
Legal Philosophy.
semester; lectures three hours; three credits.

~econd

The nature of law. Law and justice. Might and right. Sources of Jaw.
Development of the idea of Jaw and the state in ancient, medie.val, and modern
times. Interdependence of legal philosophy and cultural evolution. (See Depart·
ment of Philosophy, page HI of General Catalogue.)
Negotiable Instruments Mr. Woodbridge.
First semester, lectures three hours; three CTedits.
Mr. Phelps.
Procedure I.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Procedure II. Mr. Phelps.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Pr9perty I. Mr. Woodbridge.
First seme.!ter; lectures four houT$; four credits.
Property II. Mr. Cormack.
Second semester; lectures three ho!jrs; three CTedits.
Sales. Mr. Phelps.
Second semester; lectures two hours; two credits.
Roman Law.
Mr. Cormack.
First semester, lectures three hours; three credits.
Torts.
Mr. Woodbridge.
Second semester; lectures four hours; four credits.
Trusts.
Mr. Cormack.
Second semester; lectures three hours; three credits.
Wills. Mr. Cox.
Second semester; lectures two hours; two credits.

Mr. Cox .
Introduction to Law.
First semester; repeated second semester; lectures two hours; two credits.

This course is designed for the general student and does not carry credit as
concentration in Jurisprudence. It is intended primarily for second and third
year students; others are admitted by special permission. The course includes a
survey of the nature of Jaw, its subject matter, methods of administration, and
nomenclature.

